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GRIN Verlag Aug 2013, 2013. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 211x146x10 mm. Neuware - Essay from the
year 2013 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic: Peace and Conflict Studies, Security, grade: 1,7, ,
language: English, abstract: The center of gravity paradigm created and published by Carl von Clausewitz in his
famous study about the appearance of war is nowadays still widely used to describe the core incitements and
driving factors of warring factions, political parties, militias and even terrorist groups. In a short summary this
military term of a center of gravity is defined as the one or few main forces where a party in a conflict drives its
willpower and its strength from. It is a common element amongst the members and supporters of this group
and with reference to Clausewitz's study, it is this key element the opponent needs to identify and to overcome
in order to break the willpower of the party and to finally conquer them. For that reason various studies have
been undertaken und research has been performed with regards to the center of gravity in warfare as well as
the center of gravity for terrorist groups and esp. for Al Qaeda. In the case of Al Qaeda most completed studies
and published documents agreed to the point that the ideology preached by the core leaders of the network is
the key element, where their followers draw their support and willpower from. At the same time Al Qaeda these
days transformed itself to a loose network with just a common brand name and ideology, but without much
central guidance or command. Numerous groups throughout all parts of world emerge and entitle themselves
with the name Al Qaeda or Al Qaeda affiliated. Often there are no or just minor links to the former core...
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