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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 150 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.According to Ronald L. Webster, PhD, the founder and president of the
nonprofit Hollins Communications Research Institute (HCRI) in Roanoke, Virginia, stuttering is the most
misunderstood of all human disorders, leaving stutterers to wander through a maze of misinformation,
underserved by academics, clinicians, and self-help organizations, and often resigned to dealing with the stress
and humiliation of their affliction for life. Dedicated to the scientific analysis and treatment of stuttering since
1972, the institute has brought fluent speech to 93 percent of the 6,250 stutterers who have undergone behavior-
based speech retraining through HCRI s intensive, twelve-day therapy program. Data shows that 70-77 percent
long-term retention of fluent speech for those who participate in the program, in contrast to the 25-30 percent
long-term success rates reported with traditional stuttering therapies. Some of the more famous clients who
have benefited from HCRI therapy are Annie Glenn, wife of Ohio Senator John Glenn, Lester Hayes of the Los
Angeles Raiders, and John Stossel of the ABC investigative program 20/20. Now, Webster provides a fascinating,
in-depth look at his experiences in the field of stuttering, including how it is scientifically defined, how the
analysis of events involved in the disorder led to suggestions about a potential cause, and how his program
results are shown to be effective and reliable. He begins with the fact that speech is a unique attribute of our
species and explains that going back sixty thousand years to the dawn of anatomically modern humans,
stuttering is a universal trait of our species. From there, he moves on to point out where several fundamental
misunderstandings have led to confusion and uncertainty about the focus of both research efforts and...
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