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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1852 Excerpt: . . . The Augustan age and the imperial system were the sure precursors of the Lower
Empire. Absolute despotism is murder in the palace, rebellion in the camp, demoralization and degeneracy in
the nation, domestic sloth, slavery, and subjugation. It is Livia and Messalina--Tiberius and Caracalla--
Augustulus and the Barbarians. The era of the Cresars, which we see to-day, was hatched-in conspiracy,
baptized in blood, mounted by bribery, sanctified by blasphemy, and sustained by force. It sprung from perjury
to march by lies. It proscribes capacity, denounces independence, damns intelligence, and strangles liberty. Its
conditions of existence are the ignorance of the masses, the obedience of the sword, and the lasting domination
of hypocrisy, superstition, and corruption. A military revolution, its cry must be to arms, and its destiny is either
mutiny or war. There is a class of Politicians who ignore history, despise the past, and recognise no present, nor
any future, but their own impossible Utopia. In their horoscope, the autocracy of M. Bonaparte signifies nothing
but free trade and peace. From the annihilation of popular liberty, these Sidrophels predict commercial license.
The hawk may hatch the dove, the tigress rear th lamb. M. Bonaparte may act the imperial suicide and slay his
own power and system. Be it so. The world will be the gainer and these prophets will be right. While this
millennium of brotherhood is in the air, we encounter the fratricides of earth. They gather round us. A league is
struck...
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