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With the present Clinical Treatise on Diseases of the Liver, it is intended to commence a series of Works which
shall contain the results of my clinical experience and pathological observations. The manner in which I
propose to treat the subject, will appear from the works themselves; and it therefore seems needless to discuss
this any more in detail at present; it is only necessary for me to make a few brief explanatory remarks. At the
present day, it is agreed, that the science of life is undivided, and that no real defined limits exist between the
varying phenomena of health and disease, but that both are governed by the same laws. We endeavor to
investigate the conditions under which disease takes place in the same rigidly empirical manner, that we study
the general vital processes of which disease is merely a fragmentary constituent. In addition to simple
observation at the bedside of the patient, we have recourse to the assistance of physical, chemical,
microscopical, and experimental modes of investigation, in order to collect materials for the construction of a
scientific system of medicine. There can be no doubt that a great advance has been made by this mode of
research, which, although not novel, has at no time been adopted to the same extent, and with such ample
means at our disposal, or attended by equally important results, as during the last ten years. Our general views
of disease have been simplified since we have ceased to disconnect it from the phenomena of life, as something
foreign and endowed with a peculiar...
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