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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Complete System of Latin Prosody: For the Use of
Schools, Colleges, and Private Learners; On a Plan Entirely New Among the most highly polished nations,
whether of ancient or of modern times, a knowledge of Latin Prosody has ever been regarded as a
qualification, indispensable to every one claiming the reputation of a classical scholar. And, considering the
intimate connexion subsisting between the knowledge of a learned language, - particularly of one so
marvellously metrical as the Latin, - and that of its Prosody, this cannot seem strange: because without the
latter, the former is, in some degree, unattainable, or at least imperfect. With the single exception of the Greek,
probably no language in the world can boast a versification, approximating that of the stately Roman. In
beauty, sweetness, and melody, it is unrivalled: - in the admirable arrangement of its vowels and consonants, it
is the perfection of art: - while the harmonious and ever varying recurrence of long and short syllables (in strict
accordance with the nicest principles of music), has rendered Latin verse, for more than two thousand years,
the purest standard of rhythmical and poetic excellence. To the most casual observer, then, it must be evident,
that a knowledge of the Prosody regulating the accentuation as well as the pronunciation of this rich, majestic,
and mellifluous tongue, is, with the classical scholar, not merely a matter of choice but of necessity. No one
certainly can pretend to fully understand a language which he cannot correctly read: but no one can read the
sonorous and musical language of ancient Rome, without a thorough acquaintance with its Prosody; it thence
follows that...
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