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Catholic University of America Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 268 pages. Dimensions: 8.9in.
x 6.0in. x 0.8in.The encyclical Veritatis splendor established certain authoritative directions for doing Christian
ethics from a Catholic perspective. This first magisterial pronouncement on the foundations of moral theology
sets out parameters for the discipline that will continue to shape how the Church teaches about both the good
of the human person and the norms that guide human action. The present volume, the first in the new Catholic
Moral Thought series, responds to the need for a new introduction to the basic and central elements of Catholic
moral theology written in the light of Veritatis splendor. The five chapters of the book consider the principal
methodological issues and substantive questions that must shape any adequate moral theology in the period
after the first encyclical to address fundamental questions of the Churchs moral teaching. The issues discussed
include: moral theology and the good of the human person created in Gods image; natural law; principles of
human action; determination of the moral good through objects, ends, and circumstances; and the virtues,
gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the Beatitudes. The scope is on the one hand comprehensive and on the other
sufficiently differentiated so that the reader can make the necessary connections between the foundational
principles and the themes treated in subsequent volumes of the series. Important cross-references to this
volume will be made explicit by other authors. The author assembles a marvelous text, rich in erudition, clear in
pedagogy, and complete in doctrine. The composition of this text is mainly systematic, but with frequent
references to those issues in historical theology that serve to amplify the context and significance of Catholic
moral teaching. Inasmuch as the tradition throws light on what emerges thematically in the encyclical, this...
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