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Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.4in.Excerpt: . . . to the potato patch. He did not feel like working, but aunt Milly was
the undisputed head of the establishment, and he did not dare to openly neglect his work. In fact, he regarded
work at any time as a disagreeable necessity to be avoided as much as possible. His wife was cast in a diFerent
mould. Externally she would have impressed the casual observer as a neat, well-preserved, and good-looking
black woman, of middle age, every curve of whose ample figure-and her figure was all curves-was suggestive
of repose. So far from being indolent, or even deliberate in her movements, she was the most active and
energetic woman in the town. She went through the physical exercises of a prayer-meeting with astonishing
vigor. It was exhilarating to see her wash a shirt, and a study to watch her do it up. A quick jerk shook out the
dampened garment; one pass of her ample palm spread it over the ironing-board, and a few well-directed
strokes with the iron accomplished what would have occupied the ordinary laundress for half an hour. To this
uncommon, and in uncle Wellingtons opinion unnecessary and unnatural activity, his own habits were a steady
protest. If aunt Milly had been willing to support him in idleness, he would have acquiesced without a murmur
in her habits of industry. This she would not do, and, moreover, insisted on his working at least half the time. If
she had invested the proceeds of her labor in rich food and fine clothing, he might have endured it better; but
to her passion for work was added a most detestable thrift. She absolutely refused to...
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