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attracted the attention of primitive man by its color, lustre and indestructibility. The earliest mining and
metallurgical operations of which traces remain were those in Egypt that dealt with the ores of gold. From
pictorial rock carvings in upper Egypt, as also from Egyptian hieroglyphics, it is found that the search, desire,
and use of gold extended back some 3000 to 4000 years before the Christian era. Starting with use as an
ornament, gold soon became the trading counter and has been an emblem of value to the human race as far
back as history extends. Appreciation of the value of gold has been maintained through the centuries by the
difficulties connected with obtaining the metal. With early primitive methods, only the gold most abundant and
easily worked and visible was first sought and this was found principally in alluvial deposits, but as knowledge,
mechanical skill and tools and appliances were developed by the human race gold mining was extended to
more difficult alluvial, vein, and lode deposits. Gold, when it became the counter of trade and a measure of
possession, was the most eagerly sought of all possessions, and thus it became the pioneer and stimulant in
mining, metallurgy and chemistry. The search for this precious metal became so intense that the alchemists
sought its transmutation from other metals, which, though they failed to accomplish, won them other
knowledge and gave birth to chemistry. The trading value of gold has been stabilized by history in that no
superabundance was ever obtainable and it has always been necessary to expend labor and intelligence to an
extent largely commensurate...
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